
ISSUE 10
£2.50 where sold

For people who live, visit
and work in and around
the Cotswold Water Park

Photograph by Jill Bewley

For people who live, visit
and work in and around
the Cotswold Water Park

MINIATURE GRAVEL PITS
ROCKY ROADSHOW IS READY FOR THE KIDS
Primary school childrens' verdict: “This was the best lesson ever!” Page 3

Water Park lights up for
second Willow Pageant

Students help local
wildlife reserve

Barn Owl conservation work
reaps rewards

MINIATURE GRAVEL PITS
ROCKY ROADSHOW IS READY FOR THE KIDS
Primary school childrens' verdict: “This was the best lesson ever!” Page 3

Water Park lights up for
second Willow Pageant

Students help local
wildlife reserve

Barn Owl conservation work
reaps rewards

INCLUDES SPECIAL CENTRE-SPREAD

4 Page Easter 2010 

PULL-OUT SECTION



02|start here

From the editor
“what is best about the Cotswold Water Park... local communities

working together to put on a truly memorable pageant”

Editorial
Paul Fisher 

T 01285 658874/650661

E editor@waterparklife.co.uk

Design
Peter Griffin

T 01285 658874/650661

Production
Barbara Eadon

T 01285 658874/650661

E sales@waterparklife.co.uk

Sales
Sue Jepson

T 01386 858900

E sales@waterparklife.co.uk

David Fowles

T 01285 658874/650661

E sales@waterparklife.co.uk

Published by
Cotswold Media Ltd in partnership with

Cotswold Water Park Society on behalf of

Water Park Media Ltd, The Marketing

House, 45 Dyer Street, Cirencester, Glos

GL7 2PP. Fax 01285 650620

Contact David Fowles

T 01285 658874/650661

E sales@waterparklife.co.uk

Subscriptions
Cotswold Water Park Life is available by

subscription at £25 per annum, including

post and packing. To subscribe, write to

CWPL Subscriptions, Cotswold Media Ltd,

The Marketing House, 45 Dyer Street,

Cirencester, Glos GL7 2PP. Cheques

payable to Cotswold Media Ltd

Please recycle this magazine by passing to a friend.

Printed on paper from sustainable forests.

WELCOME TO the first Cotswold Water Park Life issue of 2010.
The year has got off to a spectacular start with the second Willow Lantern

Pageant which took place at Lake Pochard on the Spine Road this February.
Having attended myself, I can vouch for what a spectacular event it was,
illustrating what is best about the Cotswold Water Park - a stunning location,
a celebration of the local wildlife, and local communities working together to
put on a truly memorable pageant. Congratulations to all. Photos of the
evening can be found on Page 5.

There is so much more to today’s Water Park than meets the eye. It is one of
the largest inland waterways in Europe with 42% of the English population
within a two hour journey (driving at 50 miles per hour) and currently welcomes
500,000 people each year. It has 147 lakes, 20,000 residents (with many
more just outside the boundary), 150 kilometres of pathways, bridleways and
cycleways, and 13,000 people working in 850 businesses. Quite a roll call!

It is two such businesses that we will be profiling in this month’s issue –
the husband and wife combination, Lizzie and Simon Morris, who have
contributed so much to the fabric of the beautiful Water Park town of Fairford,
and an exciting new Meysey Hampton business, Chamberlain Wines, which
has now been in operation 18 months and going from strength to strength.

And on the wine and drink theme, I am delighted to hear that both Fairford
and Lechlade will be celebrating Food & Drink Festivals this May. It will be a
tremendous opportunity for both towns to showcase their unique collection
of local businesses plying their trade in food and wine.

‘Gravel is Great’ is not a phrase that naturally slips off the tongue but it is
rarely been a more appropriate term to describe the new roadshow which
documents the landscape and story of the Cotswold Water Park. Gravel
extraction began in the area over 50 years ago and all the holes have since
filled naturally with water to make up our 140 lakes. And gravel remains
fundamental to the Water Park’s present existence with 2 million tonnes still
extracted every year with another 50 years of supply predicted. We devote a
full page to Gravel is Great in this issue as well as our cover photo.

So read on, enjoy this issue and here’s to a long and hot summer. As
always, comments are welcome at editor@waterparklife.co.uk
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A BRAND new roadshow for primary
schools called Gravel is Great has now
been launched, and is available for
booking by teachers. At an event held
at the Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars
Hotel, attended by more than 50
people, teachers and other interested
parties were able to see the newly
created resources, including a set of
realistic mini gravel pits, complete with
camping sites, water sports, parks and
nature reserves - all in miniature. 

The primary school children will
watch the introductory DVD then follow
up with hands on classroom sessions.
Trials with the new resources have
already taken place and been well
received with one pupil from Chesterton
Junior School in Cirencester saying
“This was the best lesson ever!”

The launch event also marked the
world premiere of the 15 minute DVD
“Gravel is Great”, a lively and at times
humorous look at the world of gravel,
aimed at a primary school age
audience. The DVD was made by

Archaemedia Productions, a
partnership between archaeologist and
educator Julian Richards, and TV
cameraman Steve Shearn. 

A teacher said after the event: “This
roadshow has so much relevance to
what we are doing in school this term. I
will definitely be booking you to come
along”.

The project has been set up by Jill
Bewley, Education Officer for the
Cotswold Water Park Trust. Jill
continues: “This has been a really
exciting and interesting project to set
up, and I am looking forward to taking
it out into the local schools. A number
of teachers have been involved in the
planning and development of the
roadshow so I hope it will prove to be a
valuable additional resource for
schools. The aim of the roadshow is
also to present the landscape and story
of the Cotswold Water Park in a fun
and accessible way, to help people
understand how much is going on
around them”

Gravel is Great has
been funded by Natural
England through Defra's
Aggregates Levy
Sustainability Fund.
Companies who have
sponsored part of the
Gravel is Great
roadshow are Redrow
Homes, Aggregate
Industries, and the
Mineral Products
Association. The organisers are also
extremely grateful to the support of
Hills Quarry Products who allowed
access to the working quarries for the
filming of the DVD, and to the
Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars Hotel
for generously sponsoring the launch
event.

To find out more, please contact
Jill Bewley by email
jill.bewley@waterpark.org or telephone
01793 752413. You can also check out
www.gravelisgreat.co.uk, or follow us
on Twitter (gravelisgreat).

Gravel is Great takes to the road

Supporting the Cirencester South Porch
A MAJOR fundraising effort is underway to help restore the
famous Town Hall or South Porch in the heart of Cirencester.
One strand of the campaign is to run an Open Garden Event

in and around Cirencester. If you are an enthusiastic
gardener and would like to be involved, please contact
megblumsom@googlemail.com or phone 01285 657696.
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POPULAR COFFEE shop, 7a, in
Fairford has just celebrated its fifth
Birthday, and what a busy five years
they have had. Simon and Lizzie
Morris, the husband and wife team
who run the shop, now have three
young boys since opening on
December 15th 2004.

After bucking the current trend of
turning commercial properties into
housing, Lizzie and Simon converted
what was a cottage on London Street,
Fairford, into what is now a bustling
coffee shop at the heart of the
community. Popular with local business
folk looking for a made to order

sandwich or panini, and with the local
school children, 7a are open Monday
to Friday serving sandwiches, panini,
homemade soup, salads, jacket
potatoes, hot and cold drinks and all
available to eat in or to take away. They
now also stock Pieminister pies.

With the past year proving difficult for
many businesses, particularly catering,
Lizzie has cited the support of local
people for helping them to continue to
thrive, “we are very lucky that here in
Fairford and the surrounding villages,
people are keen to shop locally and
support their local shops and
businesses whenever possible,

particularly over the last few months.
As long as we continue to provide
quality food and keep our prices
reasonable I am confident we
will continue to thrive.”

She continues:
“7a may be small
but is making a big
name for itself.
When you’re
next passing
Fairford take a quick stroll around the
corner from the market place for a
cappuccino and a brownie!”

For further information, visit
www.7acoffeeshop.co.uk

LONDON OXFORD AIRPORT
has scooped the accolade of Best
Business Aviation Airport 2009 from
the Airport Operators Association
(AOA). The AOA praised the airport
management’s vision and commitment
for successfully building an attractive
business aviation facility within just 18
months and its owners for their
ongoing commitment to investment in

the facility. The award was presented to
Oxford Airport’s Managing Director
Steve Jones during the Association’s
Annual Conference Dinner at London’s
Hilton Metropole Hotel by Simon
Calder, Travel Editor of The
Independent. 

Said Steve Jones: “We are
absolutely delighted and proud to
receive this fine endorsement from the

AOA Board. It is especially appreciated
as the votes are cast by those who
know the industry inside out – and who
know our competitors very well. This
has been a hugely challenging year for
everyone in the industry and our whole
team has worked so hard throughout. I
accept this on behalf of all of them and
congratulate them on making Oxford
Airport an award-winning airport.”

3 children, 5 years and still going strong!

London Oxford Airport scoops Best
Business Aviation Airport Award

SWINDON-BASED wealth management specialist Jamie Lewington is pictured with former England and Newcastle
soccer legend Alan Shearer after receiving a top award at a ceremony in London.

Jamie, a Principal Partner with leading wealth management
company St. James’s Place, was one of the company’s top
achieving Partners during 2009. He received his award from
Alan Shearer at the St. James’s Place annual company
meeting in London. He runs his practice from Swindon and
lives in Wroughton. Many of his clients are based in the
Cotswold Water Park and its surroundings.

St. James’s Place is a provider of a wide range of quality
wealth management services, available through the St.
James’s Place Partnership, a 1,464-strong group of highly
experienced advisors. The company is one of the country’s
leading wealth management organisations and has funds
under management exceeding £21 billion.

Top Award for Local Wealth Specialist
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GIANT BATS, woolly mammoths,
jurassic sea creatures, dragons and
ducks…these were just a few of the
brightly-lit creatures on show at the
second Willow Lantern Pageant, which
lit up the dark winter night this February.

Youth groups and schools across the
Cotswolds congregated at Lake
Pochard on the Spine Road for a truly
memorable and visually stunning
evening. All the creations were made
out of willow and transformed into
lanterns that glow in the night during
the parade. 

A giant bat with moving wings was
created for the pageant by children
from Oaksey Primary School, led by
artist James York Moore, and at Ann
Edwards School in South Cerney a
classroom was taken over by a woolly
mammoth. In Cricklade a shoal of fish
was made by the pupils of St

Sampsons Junior
School.

The project was
led by arts
consultant Lesley
Greene and
community artist
John Charles
Kimberley as a
celebration of the
wildlife of the area
for the International
Year of Biodiversity.
Lesley commented

on the evening: “It was wonderful to
see artists and young people working
together to observe and interpret the
richness of the
wildlife which is all
around us here in
this dynamic
landscape.”

The artists
involved were Helen
Lomberg, Susan
Early, Norah
Kennedy, Dominic
Thomas, James
York Moore and
Tim Graves. The
original inspiration
for the Willow Lantern Pageant came
from John Charles Kimberley, the ‘In
Our Element' Community Artist. In Our
Element is the strategic art
development project for the Cotswold

Water Park Society with the goal being
for artists to work closely with
ecologists, communities and landscape
in a unique area

The 18 groups who took part in the
Willow Lantern Pageant were
St.Sampson’s School Cricklade; Ann
Edwards School South Cerney; Oaksey
C of E Primary School Oaksey;
Uplands School Swindon;
Underground Youth Centre Swindon;
Chedworth Youth Group; Withington
Youth Group; South Cerney Youth
Group; Fairford Youth Group; Fairford
Young Women’s Group; Down Ampney
Youth Group; Lower Mill Estate
Residents; Somerford Keynes

Residents; Ashton Keynes Brownies;
South Cerney Beavers; The 29th
Regiment Families Group Cirencester;
Gloucestershire Home Educators; and
Swindon Home Educators.

Water Park lights up for second Willow Pageant
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STUDENTS ON the Foundation
Degree in Environmental Conservation
and Heritage Management are getting
out of the classroom and into the
countryside.

As part of their learning, students
spent the day at Whelford Pools, a
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Nature
Reserve. The main activity was helping
to restore a small pond next to the main
gravel pit in order to encourage more
species and increase its habitat potential.

Not only does the work allow the
students to gain valuable practical
experience, but it also benefits the local
wildlife environment.

Over the next few weeks, the
students will be given the opportunity
to get more involved as they help the
Cotswold Water Park Reserves to
organise and run a community day
aimed at raising awareness of
environmental management at the
Pools.

Ian Grange, programme manager for

the Foundation Degree, commented:
“There is undoubtedly a demand for
graduates with the necessary skills and
knowledge within the conservation and
heritage sectors. Lantra, the Sector
Skills Council for Environmental and
Land-Based Industries, has stated that
there is a’lack of appropriately skilled
staff in the industry’. The new
Foundation Degree in Environmental

Conservation and Heritage
Management is effectively filling this
gap. It offers graduates a distinct
advantage when entering the
workforce within these sectors”.

The Foundation Degree in
Environmental Conservation and
Heritage Management is offered at the
Royal Agricultural College in
partnership with Cirencester College.

Students help local wildlife reserve

LUNCH
Monday to Saturday Noon to 2.15pm 

Traditional Sunday Lunch Noon to 2.30pm 
Bar Open all Day Sunday with Homemade Snacks 

EVENINGS | DINNER 
Monday to Saturday 7pm to 9.30pm 

Sunday 6.30pm to 9.00pm

Handmade Fresh Breads. Pressed Terrines. Twenty Wines by the
Glass. River Fowey Mussels.Seared Breast of Wood Pigeon & Black

Pudding. Dorset Crab Spring Rolls.Locally Foraged 
Wild Garlic & Mushrooms. Tethering Rails

Homemade Corned Beef Scotch Eggs & Sausage Rolls. Four Real
Ales. Huntsham Farm Middle White Pork and Madgetts Free

Range Cotswold White Chicken. Copsegrove Farm Lamb 
& Homeground Burgers. Ben Hinds Aberdeen Angus Beef

Casseroles Individually Baked & Hand Raised Pies. 21 Day Aged
Scottish Steaks. Beer Battered Cod. Handmade Pasta Feta &

Wilted Rocket. Seared Monkfish. Cheeses from Neals Yard Dairy
and Homemade Puddings and Sticky Pudding Wines 

01285 760298 FOR RESERVATIONS 
The Bell at Sapperton Nr Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 6LE 

Midway between Ciren and Stroud, one mile off the A419 
www.foodatthebell.co.uk 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: STEVE EDMONDS, COTSWOLD WATER PARK RESERVES MANAGER,
GLOUCESTERSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST WITH RAC STUDENTS PIERS TREVELYAN, CHRIS RALPH,

STEVE WILDING, SADIE BULL, ED COYTE, ROSEANNE FALCONER



We sell lodges and properties

in the Water Park!

USE ONE OF THE LARGEST AGENTS IN THE AREA

•  Cain & Fuller register over 30 applicants a day, that is almost
200 a week, walking through our door

•  We can display to potential purchasers, up to 200 properties 
inside and outside the office daily

•  Client area with extensive seating allowing you to 
browse our available properties in comfort, 7 days a 
week

•  We have a prominent advertisement in The Standard 
every week. This services the local market and those 
who are not on the Web

We also display all of our properties on the Internet, on our site and the most popular property portals

such as rightmove.co.uk, primelocation.co.uk and findaproperty.co.uk. 

However nothing is a substitute for having a large modern sales office situated in what we believe is

the most prominent position in the centre of Cirencester, the town most local to your property!

Tel 01285 640604   cainandfuller.co.uk
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A LOCAL Cotswold Water Park-
based wine merchant is celebrating
18 months in operation this month.

Meysey Hampton-based
Chamberlain Wines, which provides
wine delivery to all residents and
businesses within the Cotswold Water
Park, provides a wide variety of wine
services, driven by a genuine passion
for the enjoyment of wine. Such
services include general, educative,
themed or blind wine tastings; wines for
weddings, parties and other large
events; wines to lay down for children
and godchildren; and wine sourcing.

The founder of Chamberlain Wines,
Mark Chamberlain, has been working in
the wine trade since 2003, having
decided that a career in law was a bit
too dry (pun intended!). 

After taking some exams and
managing his own store for a while,

Mark went to live in St Emilion, working for Jonathan Maltus,
who makes some of the finest wines in St Emilion, as well as
wines from the Barossa and Napa valleys. Mark continues:

“When I returned to the UK and carried on selling
Jonathan’s wines to wholesalers and merchants,
I came to the realisation that my real enthusiasm
was for talking about and selling wine to the
people who mattered most – the people who
were going to enjoy consuming it. And so,
in the autumn of 2008, Chamberlain Wines
was born.”

Today, Chamberlain Wines continues
to go from strength to strength, offering
recommended cases of the month. The
February case consisted of personal
recommendations from Mark’s wife, Kate,
a discerning wine drinker with much backstage
involvement in Chamberlain Wines.

For further information on
Chamberlain Wines, visit
www.chamberlainwines.co.uk
or contact 01285 810566.

THE ETHOS behind the Fairford
and Lechlade Business Club (FLBC)
has always been to support and
promote local businesses and the local
economy. It was with this aim in mind
that the Business Awards Ceremony
was launched three years ago to
applaud the achievements of new and
existing businesses and the young
entrepreneurs of tomorrow. At the end
of April, the third Annual Awards
Ceremony and Dinner will be held and
will be the launch event for another
pioneering initiative - the Fairford and
Lechlade Food & Drink Festival.

The Cotswold Water Park Four
Pillars Hotel will be the venue for the
Awards Ceremony and Dinner and it
will take place on Friday 30 April, which
will be the start of a weekend-long
celebration for the 800th anniversary of
Lechlade’s Market Charter. It was
therefore thought especially auspicious
that the Food & Drink Festival in
Lechlade should be held during this

weekend in Lechlade’s Market Place
on Sunday 2 May.

The Fairford event will be on Sunday
6 June in Fairford’s Market Place and
will complement the annual Fairford
Festival Market, barbecue and 10k
Road Race and 3k Fun Run. 

There will be food and drink related
stalls in the two Market Places run by
local businesses from each town plus
individual events in each of the eating

and drinking establishments of the two
Market towns during the intervening
month. Keep watching the local press
for details of what is on offer in both
towns.

If you would like tickets to the
Awards Dinner or would like to find out
more about the Food & Drink Festival,
please contact Chris Roberts on 01285
712150 or email admin@flbc.org.uk or
visit Fairford & Lechlade Business
Club’s new website at www.flbc.org.uk. 

Businesses are also invited to come
along to a Business Club meeting
completely free of charge. The March
meeting will be a breakfast meeting on
Thursday 25 March at the Riverside
Pub, Lechlade starting at 8am. The
April meeting will be an interactive
workshop with members discussing
marketing opportunities for our local
businesses. This will be an evening
meeting starting at 7.30pm on
Thursday 22 April at Farmor’s Business
Centre.

A tasty event in Fairford and Lechlade

Wine Merchant continues to 
improve local palate
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LECHLADE &
BUSHYLEAZE 

TROUT FISHERIES

Lechlade, Gloucestershire
GL7 3QQ

Tel: 01367 253266
www.lechladetrout.co.uk

Specialist manufacturer and supplier
of Insect Screens for homes

and businesses 
• Insect Screens for windows and doors 

• Insect Curtains • Roller Screens • Chain Screens
• PVC Strip Curtains • Electric Fly Killers

Unit 4, Warren Business Park, Knockdown, Tetbury, GL8 8QY
01454 238288 www.flyscreen.com sales@flyscreen.com
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SUNDAY JAZZ LUNCHES
Jeanne Marlow will entertain by singing all of the classics from the swing era on

• Easter Sunday 4th April 2010 • 16th May 2010 • 13th June 2010 • 11th July 2010 
(booking essential)

Summer is coming... bring the children and while away an hour or two on the decking 
and enjoy the comings and goings of the wide variety of aircraft that use the base.

Directions: Access can only be gained from the A433 Cirencester – Tetbury road
Do not use sat nav!

www.av8kembleairfield.co.uk info@av8kembleairfield.co.uk 01285 771188

Trull House Gardens
Near Tetbury, Gloucestershire

TRULL HOUSE,
built in 1843, is
set amidst 8 acres
of gardens in
glorious Cotswold
countryside.
The gardens form
an oasis of colour

and charm. The gardens were laid out at the
beginning of the last century, and comprise
many varieties of garden compartments. The
features include a sunken lily pond, rockery,
wild garden, walled gardens, expansive lawns
and mature trees and shrubs.

Opening Times from the 25th April
to 31st August 11am - 5pm

Each Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday and
Bank Holiday. Teas and Plants available 

Groups (min 6) may book for any day
and coaches are welcome!

Tel: 01285 841255
email: simonmitchell@btconnect.com

www.trullhouse.co.uk
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The Cotswold Water Park - not a lot of people know that...

The Water Park 
has 147 lakes 
spread over 

40 square miles

The Water Park 
welcomes 500,000 
people each year

The Water Park 
is home to 20,000

residents

The Water Park has
150km of pathways, 

bridleways and 
cyclewaysThe Water Park 

employs 13,000 people
in 850 businesses

The Water Park
is easily accessible to

42% of the English 
population within a
two hour drivetime

(driving at a steady 50 MPH)

The Water Park 
is home to nearly
20,000 waterfowl 

in the winter

The Water Park 
has 23 species
of dragonfly

The Water Park 
has 140 species of bat,
and over 150 species

of birds

In
cl

ude
s 

20
10

 

to
uri

st
 m

ap
s



Toilets

Wheel

Refres

Picnic

Parkin

Bird h

Nature

Golf c

Cirencester

Lower Moor Farm
Nature Reserve

Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust

Cotswold
Forest School

Wheatleys
Farm B&B

South Cerne
Sailing Club

Eliot Arms
Hotel

Vale of White Horse Inn
Minety 3km

South Cerney
Fish & Chips

South Cerney
Angling Club

The Greyhound Inn
2km

Combat Splat

Log House
Holidays

Hobu
Cotsw

Friday
Island

Neigh Bridge
Country Park

Cotswold Country Park

Bathing beach

Watermark Café
& Tea Shop

Toad Hall
Parties

Poole
Keynes

Spine Road (West)
Somerford

Keynes

Ashton
Keynes

Clayhill
Car Park

B4696

South Cerney

Br

A
sh

to
n

R
o

ad
B

4696

Shorncote Reedbed

Head 4 Heights

Waterland

Well
Cottage

B&B
Ewen
1km

Manby’s Farm
Holiday Cottages

1km

Bakers Arms

Lower Mill
Estate

Siddington/Cirencester

Oaksey Park
1 km

Toilets

Wheelchair access

Refreshments

Picnic area

Parking

Bird hide

Nature reserve

Golf course

Fishing

Sailing

Water skiing

Activities centre

Accommodation

Information

Danger - deep water

Private land - stay
on public footpath

55

54

53
51

52

50a

49
50

63

56 99

44

77

45

46/48

57

58

41
40

92

65

43

36

33

91

34

31

32

87

79
84

85a
85b

62

28a 28

29

30

35
37

42
38

70
64

39

93

96
76

66

69

83

26

27
25

21

20

19

16

18

47

94

Cotswold Water Park West

Cot

Guide to Attractions on the Maps
ANGLING lake no./location
Lechlade & Bushy Leaze Trout Fishery 117, 118
Second Chance Touring Park Castle Eaton
South Cerney Angling Club 17, 18, 23, 26, 63
Tackle Den 11
Watermark Trout & Carp Fishing 3, 6, 16
Whelford Pools Fisheries 110, 110a

ACTIVITIES & SHOPPING
Butts Farm Rare Breeds & Shop Old A419
The Christmas Shop Lechlade High Street
Combat Splat Ashton Keynes
Cotswold Country Park 32
Cotswold Forest School Ashton Keynes
Cotswold Outdoor 6
Craig Cohoon Waterski School 105
Friday Island Poole Keynes
Head 4 Heights 32
South Cerney Golf Club South Cerney
South Cerney Outdoor 
Education Centre South Cerney
South Cerney Riding School Cerney Wick
South Cerney Sailing Club 16
Waterland Outdoor Pursuits 32
Watermark Skiing 14 & 11
Watermark Beach, BBQ & Swimming 32
WMSki Cable Ski 11

ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
The Bakers Arms Somerford Keynes
Coots Cafe South Cerney
Crown Inn Cerney Wick
The Eliot Arms Hotel South Cerney
Four Pillars Hotel 6
Greyhound Inn Siddington
Hoburne Cotswold 20, 21, 22
Log House Holiday Cottages Poole Keynes
Manby’s Farm Holiday Cottages Oaksey
Oaksey Golf Club Oaksey
Orion Holidays 5, 14, 45, 57
Second Chance Touring Park Castle Eaton
South Cerney Fish & Chips South Cerney
Vale of White Horse Inn Minety
Waiten Hill Farm House Fairford
The Watermark 5, 7, 11, 14, 16
Watermark Brasserie 14
Watermark Café & Tea Shop 32
Watermark Sales & Rental Office 5a
Water’s Edge 10
Well Cottage B & B Ewen
Wheatleys Farm B & B Ashton Keynes
The White Hart Hotel Cricklade
Yoo Development 114, 115, 123, 124

WATCHING WILDLIFE
Cleveland Lakes 68 (a, b, c & d), 74
Cokes Pit 34
Lower Moor Farm 51, 52, 53
North Meadow Cricklade
Second Chance Touring Park Castle Eaton
Shorncote Reedbed 84, 85 (a & b)
Swillbrook Lakes 46, 47, 48
Whelford Pools 111, 111(b)

Cotswold Water Park 4 Page Easter 2010 Newsletter
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Who manages the Cotswold Water Park? The Cotswold Water Park Society was
set up in 1996 as an independent not-for-profit environmental body by the four local
authorities to improve public access, to make the Cotswold Water Park a better 
environment for wildlife and people and to further inward investment. Over the last 10
years, the Society has raised 3.5 million pounds for the benefit of the local community.

The Society manages several Nature Reserves, bird hides plus five free car parks and
40km of footpaths. It also works with the mineral companies, sport and leisure
providers, local businesses, councils and communities to create a sustainable future for
the Cotswold Water Park. The Society works in partnership with the four local
authorities which make up the Water Park via the Cotswold Water Park Joint
Committee to provide a future strategic direction for the area.

The Cotswold Water Park Trust is an independent charity set up by the Cotswold
Water Park Society to improve the area for wildlife and people by working in 
partnership with local organisations. Funding comes from grants, statutory bodies,
the five local authorities, landfill operators and other grant giving trusts, so
fundraising is a vital part of our work. 

What can you do in the park? This unique area offers something for everyone, for
example: aerial adventure, angling, archery, bathing beach, birdwatching, boat hire,
canoeing, camping, cycle hire, corporate venues, eating out, farm visits, golf, guided
walks, horseriding, kayaking, nature reserves, paddling, paintballing, picnic areas,
playgrounds, raftbuilding, ringo rides, sailing, shopping, swimming, walking,
wakeboarding, windsurfing, traditional & cable waterski.

Wonderful wildlife. This is a stunning place for observing the amazing wildlife
throughout the whole year. n the winter over 20,000 water birds of over 40 different
species visit these lakes, including smew, goosander and bittern. For up to date details
of local sightings and latest wildlife news, check out the website www.waterpark.org.

Bird watching...Whatever the season, the Cotswold Water Park is an excellent bird
watching destination. Whether you’re a new twitcher or seasoned watcher, the 147
lakes and associated wetland habitats provide plenty of birding opportunities.

Best foot forward... Take a short stroll or a long walk around the lakeside paths and
bridleways of the Cotswold Water Park to explore the hidden countryside – visit
secluded bird hides, walk along disused railway tracks, or meander along the Thames
& Severn canal path. For more detail OS Explorer maps 169/170/OL45 show all the
footpaths and bridleways within the Water Park.

Fishing... Cotswold Water Park boasts some of the finest trout fishing and coarse
fishing in the country, and one of the UK’s top ‘big fish’ waters. With average stocks of
about 4 to 6lb, Many lakes within the Park hold carp weighing 30lb or more, and a lot
of these can be fished on a day ticket. A number of angling clubs control the rights to
lakes that can be fished on 24 hour or season tickets, and at relatively low cost.

Watersports… From the speed of waterskiing to the calm rhythm of rowing, there are
watersports for everyone in the Cotswold Water Park. With such a huge variety of
sports from wakeboarding to windsurfing, snorkelling to sailing, choose from a taster
session, a series of lessons, or just a day out with the family.  There is also an
opportunity for a day at the beach without even going to the seaside – supervised
bathing areas, and a playground with a paddling beach can be found at Cotswold
Country Park www.cotswoldcountrypark.com. 

Call the Society offices on 01793 752413 during office hours, 
email info@waterpark.org, or visit the website for more information about the

Cotswold Water Park and the Cotswold Water Park Society at www.waterpark.org

COTSWOLD WATER PARK 4 PAGE
EASTER 2010 NEWSLETTER
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• Wide Cover including when rented
• Competitive Premiums
• Accidental Damage included
• Underwritten by Lloyd’s of London 

Arranged by Specialist Insurance Agency Ltd, 
Rownhams House, Rownhams, Southampton SO16 8LS
Regulated by Financial Services Authority No 309005

Holiday Home Insurance
for The Cotswold Water Park

Please call: 02380 730 207
or email: enquiries@specialisthomecover.com

CONTEMPORARY COTSWOLD DINING

OPEN
DINNER TUESDAY-SATURDAY

LUNCH WEDNESDAY – SATURDAY
FAMILY SUNDAY LUNCH

SW Restaurant of the Year Good Food Guide 2005/06/07/08 
Newcomer of the Year 2005 SW Restaurant of the Year 2008

Michelin Guide 2005- 2008 Cotswold Life Chef of the Year 2006
Egon Ronay Top Restaurants 1 * 2006

SW Restaurant of the Year Les Routiers Guide 2005 
British Restaurant Cheeseboard of the Year 2006, 2007

No 1 Game Restaurant in the UK & Top 10 British Restaurants in
the UK The Times

1 LONDON STREET, FAIRFORD, (01285 712200)
www.allium.uk.net mrsallium@googlemail.com

TIBETAN RUGS ALONGSIDE A VAST AND COLOURFUL CHOICE
OF BEAUTIFUL AND UNUSUAL GIFTS PRODUCED BY
TALENTED CRAFTS MEN AND WOMEN FROM NEPAL

ALAIN ROUVEURE GALLERIES
TODENHAM, NEAR MORETON-IN-MARSH

TELEPHONE 01608 650418

VISIT US FROM 10AM TO 5PM WEDNESDAYS TO SUNDAYS

or visit our website www.Alainrouveure.com

WINNERS OF THE 2000 WORLDAWARE AWARD FOR FAIR TRADE



wildlife|13

Water voles continue their road to recovery

A COTSWOLD Water Park farmer
has won the prestigious
Gloucestershire Silver Pintail Award for
conservation, awarded each year in the
county by Gloucestershire Farming &
Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG). Bob
Spackman and his team at Manor
Farm, Kempsford won the Award in
2009 for the excellent work they have
undertaken for Barn Owl conservation
on the farm.

Wildlife and conservation is very much
at the heart of the farming enterprise at
Manor Farm, Kempsford. Through the
existing Countryside Stewardship
Scheme new meadows have been
created, ditch management for water

voles has been introduced and artificial
otter holts have been created. The local
Barn Owl population has benefitted from
the new meadows and arable margins,
and following the installation of new nest
boxes, two pairs of Barn Owls breed on
the farm each year.

The coveted Award was judged by
Kevin Rylands, RSPB farmland
Conservation adviser, and Ian Boyd,
last year’s winner of the Silver Pintail.
The winner was announced at
Gloucestershire FWAGs Annual
General Meeting in December 2009,
held at Calmsden Manor.

Gareth Harris, Biodiversity Officer for
the Cotswold Water Park Society, is

delighted that Mr Spackman won this
Award; “Bob, Simon and John, work
hard for wildlife on the farm and
surrounding area, involving members of
the local community such as Brian
Coram whose passion for conservation
is an inspiration. The Barn Owls are a
superb indicator of the great health of
Bob's farmland demonstrating that if
the management is right, the food
chain is also healthy, with species such
as Barn Owl being right at the top. Well
done Bob!”

For more information about
Gloucestershire FWAG please contact
them on 014520627487 or email
gloucester@fwag.org.uk.

Barn Owl conservation work reaps rewards

THE FINAL report on the last two
years work of the Water Vole Recovery
Programme by the Cotswold Water
Park Society has now been completed
with positive results.

The results concluded that the range
of water voles in the western section of
the Cotswold Water Park has remained
stable or expanded since a 2004 survey.
The report includes recommendations
for habitat enhancements to facilitate
the spread of water voles further and
recommendations for the future running
of this important programme.

The water vole was once a common
sight along the banks of rivers,
streams, canals, lakes and ponds in
Britain. However, as a result of habitat
loss and degradation and predation by
the American mink they have suffered a

catastrophic
decline; the most
serious decline of
any wild mammal
in Britain in the last
100 years.
Considerable effort
by the Cotswold
Water Park Society,
local landowners
and volunteers, is
resulting in an
increase in the
range of water
voles throughout
the Cotswold Water Park.

Sadly, Dr. Phoebe Carter from the
Cotswold Water Park Society, who has
led the project, will be leaving at the
end of March. The Cotswold Water

Park Society would like to take this
opportunity to thank her for the hard
work she has put into the project over
the last two years and to wish her well
for the future.
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“A taste of India in the Heart of the Cotswolds”

Stylish décor and expert waiting staff help make Raj Doot
an experience you’ll wish you’d discovered years ago.

Our creative and carefully developed menu offers superb
cuisine that takes on traditional Indian favourites - an
excellent choice for vegetarians and meat lovers alike.

35 Castle Street, Cirencester - 01285 652651 or 654083

www.ra
j-d

oot.c
o.u

k

Luxurious Surroundings
Outstanding Food

Great Service

Awards
British Curry Awards
(2006,07,08 Finalists)

Tiffin Cup
House of Commons

(Runners-up)

BCA Award 2007

Montpellier Drive, Cheltenham

01242 226 300

Open Everyday,

7 days a week

(Including Bank Holidays)

Experience

Spice Lodge at home

try our takeaway service

Conferences    Events    Special Occasions

www.spicelodge.com

Every Sunday Special

All you can eat £12.95
ALL FOOD freshly cooked TO ORDER

Experience delicious food at great prices
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WITH ITS majestic position overlooking the lakes at South
Cerney, the Old Boathouse Gastro pub, part of the Four
Pillars Hotel provides contemporary charm in an idyllic
setting. This nautical retreat prides itself on creating a relaxed
ambience, which combined with a host of traditional gastro
delights makes for a rewarding visit.

Locally sourced organic ingredients are the order of the
day and attention to detail in the tasty fulsome dishes is
second to none. 

Whether you are looking for a quick bite to eat in your

lunch break with a 2 course meal from
£10.00 or a relaxing Sunday roast with
the family, the Old Boathouse caters for your every need.

There are local guest ales on tap or if you prefer you can
order a nice bottle of red from the wine list. The bar is open
from 11am till late, with food served daily in a relaxed pub
style atmosphere with a contemporary twist. This is the
perfect destination whether for business or pleasure.

For more information and to view our New Menu pop in or
visit our website www.oldboathousepub.co.uk 01285 864111

The Old Boathouse Gastro Pub
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ANIMAL LOVERS in Cirencester are being invited to
participate in some retail therapy... and bring along their pets!

This unique event, which is being organised by the leading
rural retailer Countrywide, is designed to put pets in the
picture by asking owners to bring them along to the
Cirencester Countrywide store on Saturday 27th March.

As part of Pet Day, Countrywide is offering free expert
advice and 10% off all purchases (exclusions apply) along
with Pet Portrait photography* and other attractions.

Countrywide PR Manger, Adrian Barradell explains, “Many
of our customers keep and care for pets and we wanted to
do something to acknowledge that. We expect to see a wide
range of pets, and their owners coming into the store on this
special day. 

“Countrywide is a dedicated rural retailer, we offer quality
and value for money all supported by a personal service.

“As well as discounted pet goods at our Pet event,
Countrywide sells a superb range of brands and quality
products. In addition, qualified specialists offer the latest expert
advice on feeding, animal health and equestrian products.”

The Countrywide Pet day is taking place at the Cirencester
store at the Cotswold Agricultural Centre, Spine Road
Junction, Cirencester between 8.30am and 7pm.

Countrywide is proud to sponsor National Pet Month (3rd
April – 3rd May 2010). *10am to 5pm.

COUNTRYWIDE’S TILLY MARTIN (L) AND PIP GOWENLOCK (R) WITH LOLLY THE
DOG, GEAR UP FOR THE COUNTRYWIDE PET DAY.

Chance to Pet-icipate in a unique event!

Join the new Cotswold Water Park
MEMBERSHIP SCHEME

A new membership scheme is being launched which benefits the local residents and visitors. Each
month we will be announcing exciting offers and benefits which are exclusive to our members - see below.

• Complimentary membership of the Four Pillars Hotel Privilege Club which entitles full members
to 10% off all food purchased at the hotel (normal terms and conditions apply)

• 20% off Winter Membership of the Cotswold Country Park and Beach (£25 membership fees
apply. Valid 1st October 2009 - 31st March 2010)

• £10 introductory wakeboarding course at WMSki (valid for 12 months from 1st October 2009)
• Buy one, get one free offer of any hot drink purchased at Cotswold Country Park and Beach

(Valid 1st October 2009 - 31st March 2010, 7 day a week)
• All Pic n mix sweets from Sweet Factory half price from 1st October 2009 - 31st March 2010
• Pedal boats and rowing boats - pay for 30 minutes and get 30 minutes free at Cotswold

Country Park and Beach (Valid from 1st October 2009 - 31st March 2010)
• £5 off a full day (6 fish) ticket at Watermark Trout Lake. Valid from 4th October 2009 -

10th May 2010
• Buy one, get one free offer on all-day fishing tickets at Bradley’s Lake and Little Horseshoe.

Valid from 4th October 2009 - 10th March 2010
• 10% saving on your Holiday Home Insurance from Specialist Insurance Agency Ltd.

Membership offer: Guaranteed saving on your home insurance (conditions apply): 10% first year
saving on holiday home insurance: Comprehensive review of a member’s business insurance cover

For further information contact Cotswold Water Park Membership Scheme, 
The Marketing House, 45 Dyer Street, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 2PP

T 01285 650661 · F 01285 650620 · E sales@waterparklife.co.uk



Providing a
complete service.

Bagged Sand, Gravels, Decorative
Aggregates and Cement for your
garden and home needs. (25 kg
and 1 Tonne bags)

Extractors of Cotswold Sand and
Gravel.

Bulk Sand, Gravels, Decorative
Aggregates delivered.

Recyclers of inert
construction waste materials.

01452 740326
Producers of Ready Mixed Concrete

KM.51343

KM.51346

Concrete Specification BS.EN.206
& BS.EN.8500

01452 740703
Vehicles to suit all Haulage operations
and requirements,Tautliner, Bulk
Aggregate, Step Frame, Low Loader
and CAT 2 Heavy Haulage.

01452 740436
See our website for a range of gravels,
services and news.
www.cullimoregroup.co.uk
Moreton C Cullimore Group of Companies.
Netherhills,Whitminster, Glos. GL2 7PD
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The
Tunnel

House Inn
Food served

Monday - Friday 12pm - 2.15pm & 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Friday & Saturday night 6.45pm - 9.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 12pm - 2.30pm

Tarlton Road, Coates, Nr. Cirencester, Glos, GL7 6PW

T: 01285 770280
E: bookings@tunnelhouse.com W: www.tunnelhouse.com

To advertise, please contact
Cotswold Media on 01285 658874 

or email sales@cotswoldmedia.co.uk

CHIROPODIST
Gillian Penfold

MSSCh, MBChA, HPC Reg

Professional Home Visits 
CIRENCESTER AREAS

Appointments 
01666 504228 (answerphone) 07976 710386

Registered Member of British Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Holiday Home Insurance 
for The Cotswolds

• Wide Cover including when unoccupied
and rented

• Competitive Premiums
• Accidental Damage included
• Underwritten by Lloyd’s of London 

Arranged by Specialist Insurance Agency Ltd, 
Rownhams House, Rownhams, Southampton SO16 8LS
Specialist Insurance Agency Ltd is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Services Authority No 309005

Please call 02380 730 207
or email: enquiries@specialisthomecover.com

RATES
Cotswold Ads Advertising Rates
ALL DIMENSIONS H X W Mono Colour
Front cover mini (60 x 60) – £60
Sixteenth page (60 x 44) £20 £35
Twelfth page (44 x 93) £25 £45
Eighth page (66 x 93) £35 £60
Sixth page (90 x 93) £45 £75
ALL DIMENSIONS H X W Mono Colour
Quarter page (136 x 93) £60 £105
Half page (136 x 192) £110 £190
Full page (277 x 192) £200 £350
Back page (277 x 192) – £425
Noticeboard (44 x 60) £60 (Six issues)

To advertise, please contact Cotswold Media
on 01285 658874 or email sales@cotswoldmedia.co.uk

SOUTH The Marketing House, 45 Dyer Street, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 2PP

Tel 01285 650661/658874 • Fax 01285 650620
Email info@cotswoldmedia.co.uk

NORTH 6 Willersey Business Park, Willersey,
Broadway, Worcestershire WR12 7RR
Tel 01386 858900 • Fax 01386 858475
Email info@cotswoldmedia.co.uk

O P E N I N G  D O O R S

COTSWOLD MEDIA LTD

RS MASONRY

SPECIALIST IN STONE
RS MASONRY HAS OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

REPAIRING AND RESTORING OUR ENGLISH HERITAGE
FROM WINDOW SILLS TO CHURCH TOWERS. 

DON’T LET SMALL REPAIRS GROW INTO BIG EXPENSIVE
REPLACEMENTS.

RING FOR A FREE QUOTE NOW.

CATHEDRAL TRAINED
RESTORATION & CONSERVATION

MONUMENTAL MASONRY · RECLAMATION
FLOORING & FIREPLACES

07917 583502



cotswold ads 19

HELP!

Organic Healthcare Business urgently requires
self-motivated, enthusiastic individuals to work
own hours around current career or family.

* Unlimited earnings potential  * Dynamic, local team 
* Meet new people  * Help others  * Full training

For FREE information pack call:
LINDSEY on 07717 305862
Or leave a message on 08444532388 (local rate)

Annabelle by Design
Handmade Jewellery & Bridal Tiaras

01285 711785
www.annabellebydesign.co.uk

sales@annabellebydesign.co.uk

J.M. Whittaker · G.P. Hood

Corinium
Dental Practice

• The Friendly Family Dentists
• New Patients and NHS

Children Welcome

49 Dyer Street, Cirencester, Glos
(01285) 652004

NOTICEBOARD
Advertise your company here for 6 issues for just £60 + VAT

for more information call 01285 658874

GARDENING LESSONS

(Vegetables or Plants)  

Extend your knowledge, gain  
confidence and  beat the recession! 

One-to-one, in your own garden,  
with local gardening expert.   

Hourly, daily or weekly lessons. 

Diana Clark 

01451 844028 

www.countrygardendesign.co.uk 

Louise Hatch
Mobile Therapist

Holistic, Beauty & Massage Treatments
Mobile 07717 741316 

Evening and Weekend appointments available

The Sugar Box
Cake Decorating

and
Sugarcraft Centre

8a Ashcroft Road,
Cirencester GL7 1QX

email:
kelsie_hall@hotmail.com
www.thesugarbox.co.uk

Coln Valley Glazing
Proprietor Steve Winney

11 The Green, Quenington, Glos. GL7 5BS

T: 01285 750553
Mobile: 07765 780772

REPLACEMENT OF MISTED-UP & BROKEN
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS

Also single pane glass,
TO DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES

RAINY DAY?
Private Art Lessons (beginners)
in your holiday home/hotel

•Gift idea
•Families or individuals, any age
•All materials provided
•Short notice

call JANETTE today 
☎ (01793) 852893/

07940 171406

FROM
£10

Thinking of changing your fireplace? 
Consult the experts!

THE FIREPLACE CENTRE
40 Andover Road, Tivoli,

Cheltenham
We have our own in-house installation team.

Gas fire servicing undertaken
GAS SAFE & HETAS approved

01242 521026



www.cotswoldwaterparkhotel.co.uk

01285 864000
For more information please call

Visit Cotswold Water Park Four
Pillars Hotel on a Sunday and
enjoy a traditional two course
carvery lunch between 12.30 and
2.00pm with an unlimited salad
bar for only

Sunday Lunch
at Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars Hotel

£9-95 per person

Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars Hotel, Lake 6, Spine Road East, South Cerney, Gloucestershire , GL7 5FP

     Call: 0845 500 66 66 • www.spa6.co.uk • waterpark.leisure@four-pillars.co.uk
Spa 6 • Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars Hotel • Lake 6, Spine Road East,

South Cerney, Gloucestershire,  GL7 5FP

For more info contact a member of our Spa 6 team

HEALTH
& FITNESS
CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

ONLY
£55

a month
Set in the Cotswold Water Park,
an unsurpassed setting of lakes,
rivers and wetlands. The perfect
place to focus on your fitness,
health and well-being.

•  Personalised fitness
 programmes         
    incorporating the latest
    Technogym and Vibro
    gym equipment
•  20% Off spa treatments
•  10% Off all food within
    the hotel

•  Complementary      
refreshments

 in our members’ lounge
• Full use of our Spa 6     

facilities including
  Hydrothrapy pool, Steam,
    Sauna, Ice fountain and
    experience showers


